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Editor’s Note:

Welcome to the May issue of News of Our World.  I’m Esther Duffy and I have been recently employed at the ACT NRM Council as a NRM Regional Facilitator and ACT Landcare Coordinator.  
One of my tasks will be coordinating the distribution of the News of Our World.  My aim is to send the newsletter out on the third Friday of every month with special editions occurring when appropriate.  I’ll try to avoid cross-distribution, but if there is anything people would like to appear in News of Our World, please send me information to esther.duffy@act.gov.au and I will include it in the next edition.
There are many items which will hopefully interest you in this edition of NOW, but I would like to draw your attention to a few things.  The first is that nominations for the ACT Landcare Awards will be opening on Monday 18th May.  Secondly, you might be interested in the call for proposals with the Commonwealth Government Jobs Funds - the closing date for proposals is Friday 22nd May.  Finally, you may want to make a submission to the review of the National Biodiversity Strategy.  Public submissions close on the 29 May.
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News from the ACT NRM Council

ACT Landcare Awards – Nominations Open Monday 18 May
Nominations for the 2009 ACT Landcare Awards open on the 18th May 2009.

The Awards are open to farmers, Landcare and Parkcare groups, businesses, schools, youth groups or individuals who are involved in helping the Territory manage the environment.

The ACT Landcare Awards are part of the 2009-2010 National Landcare Awards with State/Territory winners from each category automatically becoming finalists in the National Landcare Awards in 2010. 

This year there are nine categories of Landcare Awards for the ACT: 

· Australian Government National Landcare Program Individual Landcarer Award 

· Young Landcare Leader Award (a new award in 2009)

· Urban Landcare Award (a new award in 2009)

· Landcare Community Group Award

· Local Government Landcare Partnerships Award

· Australian Government Landcare NRM Region Award

· Rural Press Landcare Primary Producer Award

· Landcare Education Award

· Alcan Landcare Indigenous Award

In addition the ACT Government is sponsoring two awards:

· The Minister for the Environment Quiet Achiever Award.

· The Minister for the Environment Community Support Award.

For detailed information or to download brochures and nominations forms visit www.actlandcare.org.au or www.landcareheroes.com.
For the first time, the public get to choose each state’s first winner of the People’s Choice Award category.  Decided by your votes, the inaugural ACT People’s Choice winner will be announced alongside the judged winners at the awards ceremony.  Voting will be on the Landcare Heroes website www.landcareheroes.com after the closing date of nominations.

Closing date for entries is 10 July with the winners announced during Landcare Week in September.

For more information contact Esther Duffy on 02 6205 2913 or esther.duffy@act.gov.au. 
ACT NRM Council Staffing Changes 

The ACT NRM Council has appointed Esther Duffy to take over from Edwina Richardson as the ACT NRM Facilitator and Landcare Coordinator.  She is job sharing with Anna Van Dugteren.  Esther’s background is in environmental education and community engagement.  She will work particularly with the Catchment and Landcare Association, the Landcare community in the ACT, will maintain the ACT Landcare Website and will coordinate the ACT Landcare Awards.  She can be contacted on 02 6205 2913 or esther.duffy@act.gov.au.

ACT NRM Council Communiqué 

The ACT NRM Council communiqué was circulated by Anna Van Dugteren as a special NOW newsletter but is also available on the NRM Council website at http://www.actnrmcouncil.org.au/node/270 
Catchment Group News and Information
New ACT Frogwatch Coordinator

Emma Keightley is the new ACT Frogwatch Coordinator based at the Ginninderra Catchment group.  Below is a letter from Emma.

I’m the new ACT Frogwatch Coordinator.  I have been here a few months now but there are still so many of you I haven't met.  I am really looking forward to catching up with more of you over the coming months.

I’d like to thank Beth Mantle for her outstanding contribution to the Frogwatch program over the last year, and wish her all the best in her new role as Collection Manager of the Australia National Insect Collection at CSIRO Entomology.  Like Rachelle before her, she has left some very large shoes to fill, but I am very excited about my new role!

I am one of those rare born and bred Canberrans, having spent only a few years of my life living elsewhere.  I have a background in environmental science and spatial information.  My most recent position involved planning a continental forest monitoring framework - so a much higher level monitoring than Frogwatch!!  I am looking forward to getting in and doing some monitoring at a more local level.  I do not have a frog specific background, so I'm learning quickly and hoping all you Frogwatchers will help me out!   My position here is for 2 days a week and I will be in the office at Kippax on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.    Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or suggestions for the Frogwatch program, and do let me know if I overlook anything important as I come to grips with my new position. 

Kindest regards,
Emma

Emma can be contacted on waterwatch@ginninderralandcare.org.au or phoning 02 6278 3309.

News 
Australian Landcare Network Meeting Key Notes
A meeting was held on 30 April 2009 in Melbourne for the Australian Landcare Network.  The following information is some of the key highlights from that meeting.

Australia’s community of landcare volunteer groups has been achieving important on-ground change across Australia’s landscapes for over twenty years.  These volunteers are passionate, skilled and experienced in natural resource management and sustainable production issues. Their continued contribution is vital if Australia is to successfully meet the challenges we will face in the future. 

A cross section of landcarers met in Melbourne to talk about where community landcare should be going over the next 20 years.  People with grass roots experience – from urban, regional, sustainable production and Indigenous groups – participated. 

It was enthusiastically agreed that over the next ten months landcarers will work together to develop the first community driven framework that sets out the way forward for landcare. It will be inclusive of all groups who share the landcare ethic and strive to achieve sustainable resource management. 

The meeting talked about the key drivers for the framework, the broad scope of the framework, how widespread ownership from the community can be obtained for a framework that belongs to community landcare, how to get people throughout Australia involved, and some of the issues to be included in framework discussions. 

The “Australian Landcare Framework” will be developed by community landcare over the next ten months through extensive consultation with the broadest range of community landcare groups. This will include through written and email comments and workshopping opportunities. A "Landcare Speaks Paper" and details on how to contribute will be available by the middle of May.
Other NRM and sustainable resource use stakeholders will be invited to be involved. Discussions will ensure that there is broad support for the plans to move forward.  The framework will be a living document that is updated to keep pace with emerging issues and policy developments.  

The Australian Government is supportive of community landcare’s development of this framework. The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry is assisting the landcare community to develop the framework. Minister Burke will host a National Landcare Forum in Adelaide March 2010 where the volunteer landcare community will launch the framework. . The theme of the Forum would be ‘Landcare celebrates - 20 years of achievements and future challenges’. The Forum will also enable people interested in future healthy landscapes to communicate with each other, learn from each other, and reinforce networks.

Funding Opportunities/Grants

CIT Community Skills/Training Support Grants Program

The CIT supports a good idea - does your organisation have a project that needs the help of the skills/training available at the CIT?

ACT-based community organisations/groups are invited to apply for funding under the CIT Community Skills/Training Support Grants Program 2009/10.

Application forms and guidelines are available at http://www.cit.act.edu.au/about/community_grants/ 
Please note that applications close on Monday 15 June 2009 at 5pm and should be forwarded to:

CIT Community Skills/Training Support Grants Program

Office of the Chief Executive

Canberra Institute of Technology

GPO Box 826 Canberra ACT 2601
Events/Forums/Conferences/Training/Volunteering
Landcare Australia’s World Environment Day Volunteer Recruitment Drive
In the lead up to World Environment Day, June 5, Landcare Australia is holding a nation-wide recruitment drive to find volunteers willing to support landcare and Coastcare groups in their local area. 

The campaign, entitled Your Planet Needs You, calls on people to put up their hand by registering their interest at www.yourplanetneedsyou.com.au and nominating what skills they have and are willing to offer. 

The campaign emphasises that there many ways people can get involved and do something to help the planet, from on-ground work to assisting with administration, fundraising, graphic design, experience in a trade or a specific area of expertise... just to name a few options. 

As you can see, this is a great opportunity for landcare and Coastcare groups to not only find new on-ground volunteers, but get help with many other challenges involved in keeping their group going. 

After World Environment Day, when the campaign has concluded, the contact information of registered individuals, and what they're offering, will be passed on to local councils and interested CMAs/NRMOs to utilise.

Please support landcare and Coastcare groups in your region by helping us spread the word about this campaign to your networks (who aren't already in a landcare or Coastcare group).

Support materials including an email signature and web graphic (to link to YourPlanetNeedsYou.com.au) can be found in the downloadable resource kit. 

Prizes and Incentives
· Every person that completes the Aussie Care Factor Survey or registers will go in the draw to win a Fraser Island holiday, staying at an eco resort. 

· Everyone who registers will receive a free subscription to the new electronic Australian Landcare magazine 

· The local council that has the most people register will receive $5,000 to go towards a community environment event. 

Changing Environments Conference – Expressions of Interest
Expressions of interest for registration open now  ea@nacc.com.au
Changing Environments: New Challenges for the Living Country
TUESDAY OCTOBER 27 – FRIDAY 30

Geraldton, West Australia
For full information about the conference and to see the program visit www.changingenvironments.com.au.

The Conference is being organised in partnership with the City of Geraldton Greenough with support from the Midwest Development Commission.   NACC is supported by the State Government and the Australian Government's Caring for Our Country Program.

For more information, contact:
Jackie Gill
NACC Communications 

NACC - the peak body for the environment, sustainability, natural resource management and climate change adaptation in the Northern Agricultural Region
08 9964 9774
0409 886 982

Farm Planning for Sustainability – Course at Goulburn TAFE

Goulburn TAFE is offering a Farm Planning for Sustainability course which is accredited under the Australian Government’s FarmReady program. The course will be offered in Semester 2, 2009. While the course costs $775, farmers can access up to $1500 under the FarmReady government grants program to attend the course as well as to cover travel, accommodation and childcare costs. 

The course will be run over a series of 6 one-day workshops.  

The course covers:

· farm planning (includes farm visits in the area)

· auditing the natural resources of the property (soil/land capability, assessing native vegetation) 

· directions for the business

· monitoring legal requirements impacting on the management of the property

· developing management strategies to address natural resource management issues

The course will enhance participants skills in SWOT analysis, sustainable land management practices, property planning processes and approaches, land capability, conservation management strategies, legal requirements and risk management.

For further information about the course, please contact: 

Leigh Egan

TAFE – Illawarra Institute

leigh.egan@det.nsw.edu.au

(02) 4229 0688

0413 949 309

Farm Planning for Sustainability – Course at Illawarra TAFE

TAFE Illawarra now has an approved (and accredited) course in the FarmReady program.  Farmers can therefore access the $1,500 FarmReady government grants to attend.  The course is titled Farm Planning for Sustainability and is run over a series of 6 one-day workshops.  The course covers such things as soil/land capability, assessing native vegetation, farm planning, and includes farm visits in the area.  This course is being offered at Goulburn TAFE campus in semester 2 and costs $775, so the FarmReady grant easily covers its full cost.  The two teachers running it are excellent and one of them actually runs a farm in the district.  I've attached the full details of the course, as the FarmReady website only offers limited information.

For further details, please contact:

Darren O'Connell
Environmental Officer
Phone: (02) 4295 2282 
TAFE NSW - Illawarra Institute 
YOUR CHOICE YOUR FUTURE 
Visit us at www.illawarra.tafensw.edu.au
Resources/Brochures/Information/Websites
Rabbit Scan Community Challenge

Rabbits are Australia's worst invasive pest. 
Rabbits are increasing their range and numbers again, 13 years after the first release of calicivirus (rabbit haemorraghic disease). We need your community's help to find and map wild rabbits, anywhere in Australia, during RabbitScan Month, May 2009. It will only take a few minutes of your time (or a bit longer if you want to search further) and will be a valuable and significant contribution to dealing with this threat. 

Have you noticed more rabbits about lately? 

People tell us they are seeing more pest rabbits, right around Australia, even in urban parks, national parks and coastal zones, as well as farms. That's a big problem, as rabbits threaten biodiversity and agriculture and soil structure, they eat new seedlings that councils and groups are trying to establish to help with climate change issues, and cause soil erosion, which leads to sediment in waterways. Rabbits impact on over 156 Threatened Species of plants and animals. Rabbits are one of the prime reasons for much of Australia's extinctions and biodiversity loss. Rabbits also cause at least $200million a year of damage to crops and agriculture too. One rabbit per hectare (or about 5 house blocks) will prevent the recruitment of any native perennial species. 

Who is asking? 
RabbitScan is a national community initiative, by the independent Rabbit Management Advisory Group, supported by Australia's leading rabbit scientists, industry and government, to help map and determine where rabbits are.  

We'd like to find out for sure the distribution and density of the rabbit threat.  But we need your help.  How? 
Take a walk in your local area, or visit a local park, oval, farm or reserve, have a look and let us know what you find:  www.rabbitscan.net.au 
It's simple: go for a walk or drive, any time, but in particular May 2009, where you see rabbits, (or signs that they have been around), simply take note of where and when you see them. 

What do you do with the data? Send it in! 
You can let us know what you find via the community RabbitScan website (using Google Maps from 1 May 2009), to locate where you saw them - or simply drop us a letter, fax, SMS or email. Your RabbitScan pics and blogs are very welcome too!

Contact the RabbitScan Team:
Website: www.rabbitscan.net.au - load details in

SMS Messages: 0421 690 892 - send sightings

Fax 02 6201 2532

E: rabbitscan1@gmail.com
Calls for Proposals/Submissions
Jobs Funds - $650 million to Secure and Create Jobs

The $650 million is part of the Government’s Jobs and Training Compact. The Jobs Fund will support and create jobs and improve skills, by funding projects that build community infrastructure and create social capital in local communities.
The Jobs Fund comprises three streams of funding:

· $300 million Local Jobs stream to support community infrastructure projects with a focus on the promotion of environment-friendly technology and heritage 

· $200 million Get Communities Working stream for self-sustaining projects which create jobs and provide activities and services to improve community amenity 

· $150 million Infrastructure Employment Projects stream for investment in infrastructure projects which generate jobs in regions affected by the economic downturn.

First Call for Proposals

The Australian Government is seeking proposals for innovative community, environmental and heritage projects that will create jobs and build skills for the future.

The Jobs Fund is a $650 million Australian Government Initiative to support and create jobs and skills development through projects that build community and social infrastructure. The Jobs Fund forms part of the Australian Government’s Jobs and Training Compact and has been established to support families and communities most affected by the Global Economic Recession. 

The Jobs Fund will also invest in one-off capital projects to improve community infrastructure and will provide seed funding for social enterprises. 

$100 million is available in this first call for proposals under the Local Jobs and the Get Communities Working streams. Funding will be in the form of one-off grants for projects up to $2 million, ready to commence from July 2009. Eligible organisations include non-profit and community organisations, employment services providers and local, state and territory governments. 

Priority will be given to projects in regions experiencing high levels of disadvantage and most affected by job losses. Proposals are not limited to identified priority areas. 

The closing time and date for proposals is 4.30pm EST Friday, 22 May 2009.
For more information visit http://www.deewr.gov.au/Employment/Pages/JobsFund.aspx. 

Review of the National Biodiversity Strategy

The Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council , on behalf of the Commonwealth and all state and territory governments, is inviting public comments on the draft Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy 2010–2020.

The draft strategy is an important national policy document that will guide how governments, the community, industry and scientists manage and protect Australia’s plants, animals and ecosystems over the next ten years.

The consultation draft of Australia’s Biodiversity Conservation Strategy has been developed collaboratively by all State and Territory governments and the Australian Government, with advice from the CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology. 

The consultation draft has been developed to replace the National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia's Biological Diversity, which was agreed in 1996.

For information on how to make a submission, visit http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/strategy/review.html#info.  The deadline for public submissions is 29 May 2009.

